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SUBJECT: PREPARATIONS FOR "ELECTIONS'' IN SWAZILAND 

REF: 77 MBABANE 719 

1 . IN JANUARY 14 SPEECH TO TRADITIONAL REGIMENTS AT CLOSING 
FUNCTION OF TWO-MONTH-LONG INCWALA CEREMONY, KING SOBHUZA PROVIDED 
SOME INFO ABOUT TINKHUNDLA "ELECTIONS" HE PROMISED NATION IN 

MARCH LAST YEAR (REFTEL). 

2. TEAM OF SWAZI NATION COUNCILLORS WILL SHORTLY BEGIN COUNTRY- 
WIDE TOUR OF TINKHUNDLAS TO PREPARE FOR "ELECTIONS." TINKHUNDLAS 
(NON-ELECTED, RURAL-BASED CONSULTATIVE BODIES) WILL NOMINATE 
CANDIDATES AFTER CONSULTING PEOPLE IN THEIR REGION. CANDIDATES 
WILL THEN BE PRESENTED TO KING FOR FINAL APPROVAL. KING MADE CLEAR 
HE WILL NOT ALLOW CAMPAIGNING OR SECRET BALLOT, BOTH OF WHICH 

HE REGARDS AS BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY VESTIGES INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH SWAZI MONARCHY. (COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS LEARNED CONFIDENTIALLY 
THAT SWAZILAND POLICE INTELLIGENCE BRANCH HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED 
TO REPORT ANY "POWER-HUNGRY POLITICIANS" WHO MAY HAVE ALREADY 
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BEGUN TO CAMPAIGN FOR TINKHUNDLA NOMINATION.) 

3. NO ANNOUNCEMENT YET OF DETAILS OF TINKHUNDLA NOMINATION MECHANISM 
OR DATE OF "ELECTIONS." GIVEN DELIBERATENESS WITH WHICH KING AND 
GOVERNMENT APPROACH THESE ISSUES. WE DO NOT EXPECT EARLY DATE. 
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